Parashat Shlach Lecha

Excerpt from Yishmiru Da-at
by Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shal omi
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Parashat Shlach Lecha

written for the shabbat preceding the new
month of tammuz, 5743/ 1983 in the holy land

Send out for yourself men
who will scout theland (Numbers 13:2)

The divine name, YHVH,

according to [the tradition of] permutation [of |etters]
for the month of Tammuz

isfound in [an acronym of last letters] from the verse,
(Esther 5:13) “zeH (Heh) eynenU (Vav)
shveH (Heh) I (Yod) / thisisworthless to me,”
[which spells] YHVH backwards, [i.e. HVHY].
And consider: The sign of Tammuz is Cancer
and itsquality iswater sign

and its chief characteristic isthe level of

wife as center of household and family,

[the astrological House of the home].

The particular letter for thismonth is chet

and sense, hearing,

which goes beyond all the senses.

For thistime of year, [athemeig]

the churban / destruction of the Holy Temple

in the name of ADN"Y

and, for thisreason, Moshe prayed
(Numbers 14:17) “Now,

please, let the strength of ADN”Y be increased,
as Y ou spoke, saying,”

for at thistime,

the power of DiBBUR / speaking [right] is very weakened.
For, (Exodus 14:3) “Closed in upon themis
hamiDaBBeR / the power of speech”

and there is no Peh-sach / open mouth

(Pri etz chayim - Shaar Mikra kodesh 80:4).
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Parashat Shlach Lecha

But, when

the mother of children is happy (Psalm 113:9),
then haNukvah / the feminine

isthe bestower [of bounty] -

and that'sthe level of Puah, [one of the
G-dfearing midwives], (Exodus 1:15, cf., Rashi there)
“the midwives’ “but they saved the children alive’
“and He made them houses’ (ibid 21).

And the women were told they must not,
(Ezekiel 8:14) “weep for Tammuz,” [an idol
of an ancient Near East deity], for

(Proverbs 12:4), “woman of valor” is

“crown of her husband,” [i.e. God],

then we increase and sanctify the great name.

And then, the masculine receives

and the feminine bestows,

and on this depends the entire redemption.
Andit’'sapity that in our timeit isvery hard
to find maleswho are able, at least for atime,
to be arecipient of the strong, plentiful love
that comes from the feminine.

And from the time of the destruction of the Temple

[when sacrifices were no longer offered, then the energies that
had been empowered by the arousal from below, i.e.,]

the raising of mayim nukvin / feminine waters,
were somewhat diminshed,

[and only verbal prayer remained. Also diminished],
the raising of the korbanot / sacrifices,

“and the taste of meat was removed,” etc.,
“the taste of sex was put into illicit things,”
(Sanhedrin 75a).

But [the “feminine waters’ are our longing for]
the “fixing of the Shechinah,” [i.e. redemption],
when the [ Sefirah of] Malchut rises to Keter
to be the crown of her husband!

Page 2

http://www.rzlp.org/wordpress


http://www.rzlp.org/wordpress

YR M

AM23 % S T B

L0 5 PwRag) 27 0h B
o7 T R

N3 DI0M oYY

20 e ueN m 5o

11 53 MDD 17 1PN 0D
NN NN RS B
P10 1h B

YT DA RN e
A7P°2 1Bm Tomn N
@ITPa TN

S M A TanNa 2ol as
oaE»o P

ow @R AP 0
pliabbRatatl™

N5 NPYR

D53 a1 Hw oNpm 273 1
PANT DY 12T W
AW AR NPOIN PINTR D
(275 37 73m3)

—— 1IN I

(7’3 NwNN2)

DPOR M MY Ora

— DN 1IN

M5 N

— pmom’b

YEYT WTINn v

(' 379D D¥91M) M 2N
—— PR 20337 BN

A2 b ann maen
J1NT NDPINI YDA NNY

Parashat Shlach Lecha

[Returning to the sentence dealing with the NAME of this month where
Haman says that all this honor which he is getting from other is
insufficient for him:]

And Haman the wicked,

despite being on the level of,

“I have plenty,” (Genesis 33:9)

could not have enough

because of the flaw in his soul

that, “all thisisworthlessto me,” (HVHY),
for at all times, he was distracted

by there being someone else

for whom there was satisfaction, [i.e. Mordechai].
Haman wanted to be the only one

“that the king delighteth to honor.”

But with holiness, it’ s just the opposite:

They all lovingly “give permission one to another”
to sanctify their creator

for the point is that in sanctifying the name

it will be adelight [to anyone, for another]

to honor theking.

And thiswas also the spies’ sin,

that they spokeill of the land

saying, “Theland consumesitsinhabitants,”
(Numbers 13:32).

And indeed, land [is like malchut:]

(Genesis 2:4)

“On the day that havaye elokim asot / made
earth and heaven” -

I.e., [land islike] malchut [as it, too, produces],
havaye upside down -

permutation [of |etters] for the month, HVHY.
And [especially] in this month, (Psalms 113:9)
“Mother of childrenrgjoices’ --
thefruitsreally ripen

because of plenitude of summer solstice.
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Parashat Shlach Lecha

And from the fruits of the land, [the seven species),
many regulations are derived

that depend upon [oneliving in] the land.
And the spies, according to the teachings of
our master the wise one (his soul in Eden),
they, [the Jewish wanderers,] didn’t think much of
regulations that depend upon the land,

for they much preferred “angel food,”

I.e. Manna, and [water from] Miriam’s well
and not “therainsin their season”

which depend on taking on the Mitzvot;

and [they preferred] the clouds of glory

upon which stood the pillar of fire and cloud.
And why should they enter into uncertainty
regarding the plowing and harvesting in aworld
that can bring aperson to think that itis
(Deuteronomy 8:17) “My strength

and the might of my hand that has
accumulated this wealth for me."

But the Holy One of Blessing desires

to have a dwelling below [among human beings,]
and S/He prefers Joshuaand Caleb’ s speech,
(Numbers 14:7) “... [it] is an exceedingly good land.”
And as the Targum Onkelos (ibid) says

“ad la-chada la-chada” / (meaning both
exceedingly and singularly - like yechidah),
I.e., yechidah sheb'nefesh.

And that's why the merciful one said
shelach lecha anashim/ shik nur menshen -

[make sure the ones sent] will be self-governed
and free of self-bribery, [i.e., honest with themselves]

so that they find favor in the eyes of people,
“viyaTuRu / who will scout out the land,”
[i.e.], who will study the Torah of the earth
to put the torah into earthly things.

trangdation by Gabbai Seth Fishman
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