
Parashat Bamidbar
Excerpt from Yishmiru Da-at 

by Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi

Numbers 4:2 talks of raising a census with the 
phrase, "Raise a headcount," but literally, it 
can be read as, "Raise the heads of the chil- 
dren of Israel." So what brings about the rais- 
ing of our heads?

The neshama, the divine aspect of soul, stands 
above the intellect. And to put the intellect in 
service to the soul, it needs to proliferate itself 
in the soul and become broad through --- (and 
here Zalman makes two wordplays in the 
Hebrew): (Psalms 24:7) "Raise up your head's 
imagination," and (Proverbs 31:23) "God's 
divinity becomes known through imagining 
what it is;" (These two texts from scripture are 
usually translated as "Gates, lift your heads" 
and from eishet chayil, "Her husband is 
known in the gates". And here is his justifica- 
tion for this wordplay -- SH'ARim / gates can 
be read as deriving from haSH'ARot / conjec- 
tures, (taking it from the word ERuT / wake- 
fullness as active causative i.e. wake some- 
thing up).

For, that which the soul perceives from the 
intellect's light, is something ephemeral which 
passes, and if the intellect doesn't pack up the 
outflow into the understanding, it will go 
away. So, in order for the intellect to be able 
to serve the soul, and for the soul to be able to 
contain the light released by the intellect's 
mystery teachings, the intellect must be train- 
ed and refined in a particular way.

And indeed, one should not make the mistake
of seeing one's access to mystery teachings as
something that will give one a special reputa-
tion in one's community and brag,
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"Look! I have been blessed with a secret 
teaching! I have a secret!" Rather, the utility 
comes in providing concepts to the holy 
outflow with a soft pliability for them, 
allowing the enlightenment to dress itself into 
garments of speech and words which have 
connection to the root of one's soul.

And for this to happen, they also need faith 
that the mystery teachings have a reality to 
them, that the imaginal opening of the soul is 
coming through the intellect's belief that it is 
dealing with something that is real. For 
sometimes, the teaching and the outflow come 
from a source in disagreement with popular 
belief.

Therefore, the one who joins with like-minded 
souls, with a tribe of individuals who share a 
soul-root with him or her, who also have faith 
in the reality of their connection to those 
concepts of divinity, this person will also 
come to understand, with confidence, that by 
raising the head so the understanding brings 
one to something one perceives and experi- 
ences as real, he or she will feel able to get 
beyond just being in the head and take actions 
based upon them.

And this is 
the language of the connection of the Rebbes 
with their Hasidim, for the Rebbes raised the 
heads of the Hasidim upwards especially high.

translation by Gabbai Seth Fishman
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